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all this there resulted a miniature court of Eome around the temple,
fiving on politics, little inclined to excesses of zeal, even rather
fearing them, not -wishing to hear of holy personages or of inno-
vators, for it profited from the established routine. Those epi-
curean priests had not the violence of the Pharisees; they only
wished for quietness; it was their moral indifference, their cold
irreligion, which revolted Jesus. Although very different, the
priests and the Pharisees were thus confounded in his antipathies.
But a stranger, and without influence, he was long compelled to
restrain his discontent within himself, and only to communicate
his sentiments to the intimate friends who accompanied him.

Before his last stay, which was by far the longest of all that he
made at Jerusalem, and which was terminated by his death, Jesus
endeavoured, however, to obtain a hearing. He preached; people
spoke of him; and they conversed respecting certain deeds of his
which were looked upon as miraculous. But from all that, there
resulted neither an established church at Jerusalem nor a group
of Hierosolymite disciples. The charming teacher, who forgave
every one provided they loved him, could not find much sympathy
in this sanctuary of vain disputes and obsolete sacrifices. The
only result was that he formed some valuable friendships, the
advantage of which he reaped afterwards. He does not appear
at that time to have made the acquaintance of the family of
Bethany, which, amidst the trials of the latter months of his life,
brought him so much consolation. But very early he attracted
the attention of a certain Nicodeuius, a rich Pharisee, a member
of the Sanhedrim, and a man occupying a high position in Jeru-
salem.! This man, who appears to have been upright and sincere,
felt himself attracted towards the young Galilean. Not wishing

of Jcrus.; Bg&a JSaihra, viii. 1; Talm. of Bab., same treatise, 115 6 ; and Megillath
Taanith, v.

1 It seems that lie is referred to in the Talmud. Talm. of Bab., Taanith, 20 a;
Gittin, 56 a\ Eetvbotfi, 66 &; treatise Moth Nathan, vii.; Midrasli Eabba, JSka,
64 a. The passage Taanith identifies him with Bounal, who, according to San-
hedrim, (see ante, p. 157, note 3,) was a disciple of Jesus. But if Bounal is the
BAROU of Josephus, this identification will not hold good.